
THE ISLE OF THANET PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY COMPETITION RULES 

All members are required to comply with the rules of the Society. Only paid up members may enter 
competitions. 

General 
1. All images entered for competitions and/or exhibitions shall be at the members/owners risk. 
Although the Society will take every care, safety and security cannot be guaranteed. 
2. Print mounts should be 50 x 40cm in accordance with guidance from the KCPA. Framed, glass 
mounted, oversized or abnormal prints will not be considered for inclusion by the Competition 
Secretary. 
3. The minimum information on all print entries shall be the members name, orientation, and title 
plus a preference number in case entries have to be limited. 
4. Digital Images should be submitted via upload on the club’s website or may be accepted on CD, 
memory stick or by email at the discretion of the PDI Competition Secretary. 
5. The overall “canvas size” of the image shall be 1024 pixels across by 768 pixels high. If the 
image is smaller than this then a black border must be added up to make up the 1024 x 768 pixel 
size. The file format shall be .jpg, the naming convention shall be as this: IMAGE TITLE by XX 
N.jpg Where the title is in capitals, the word “by” is in lower case, XX is the member’s name and N 
is the order preference as a number to facilitate a reduction in numbers of images being shown in 
the time allowed, should this be necessary. Any images not complying with this standard will not be 
shown. 
6. The handing in dates for competitions will be scheduled in the year’s programme. No entry can 
be accepted after the scheduled handing-in date, except at the discretion of the Competition 
Secretary. 
7. Any print or digital image deemed (by the committee) to be a direct copy of someone else's 
work, or inappropriate to the Society’s standards will (at the discretion of the committee) be 
disqualified. 
8. The competition secretary will record the points awarded for all competition entries and will also 
email the scores to the webmaster for publication. 
9. The winner, second place and third place of each competition (print and digital) will be presented 
with a certificate. 

Competition Groups
1.  With effect from the start of the 2016-17 season, each competing member of IOTPS will be 
allocated a place in either Group 1 (the Advanced Group) or Group 2 (the Intermediate Group).  
2.  Group allocations will be based on existing group membership and the promotions awarded at 
the end of the 2015-16 season.
3.  With effect from the end of the 2016-17 season group allocations will be based on promotions 
from and demotions to Group 2.
4.  The Committee reserve the right, in extraordinary circumstances, to move additional members 
at their discretion should it become obvious that those members have been allocated the wrong 
group.
5.  New members will be placed in the group appropriate to their experience and achievement.

Quarterly Competitions
1. There will be four Open Subject Quarterly Competitions each season i.e. four Quarterly Print 
and four Quarterly PDI competitions.
2. Members may enter a maximum of 4 prints and 4 digital images, the number of which may be 
determined by the Competition Secretary after all entries are counted for each section of the 
competition.
3. An image, whether in Print or Digital format, may only ever be used once in Quarterly 
Competitions. That also includes re-composition of the same or near identical images. An image 
that has been entered into a Quarterly Competition is eligible for any other club competition and 
vice versa.



4. Entries must be solely the member’s work including any digital editing.
5. The two highest scores achieved by competing members from each Quarterly will be recorded 
on a League Table appropriate to Print or PDI, Group 1 or Group 2.
6. The cumulative total of these scores will be represented as points and members allocated 
positions on the League Table accordingly. 
7. The member(s) with the highest total of points for prints or digital images in any given season, in 
both Group 1 and 2 , will be designated Print or Digital Photographer of the Year respectively for 
each group, and awarded the appropriate trophy at the AGM. In the event of a tie, marks from their 
third or fourth highest entry will be sequentially added until a differential mark is obtained. 
8. The total number of points recorded on both the PDI and Print League Tables will be used to 
establish which members should be awarded the title Photographer of the Year in Group 1 and 2.  
Similarly, in the event of a tie, marks from their third or fourth highest entry will be sequentially 
added until a differential mark is obtained.
9. The members with the highest total of points in Group 2 for both prints and dpi’s, and the Group 
2 Photographer of the Year, will move into Group 1 the following season. 
10. Other members may change groups at the discretion of the Committee or at the request of a 
member, after consultation with the member concerned.
11. The member with the lowest total of points in the Group 1 DPI League at the end of the season 
will be moved to Group 2.
12. The  member with the lowest total number of points in the Group 1 Print League at the end of 
the season will be moved to Group 2.

Number of Entries 
1. Entry numbers are fixed for all Quarterly competitions (see details above). For all other club 
competitions i.e. Set Subject, etc., please see instructions contained in the schedule and on the 
website. 
2. Where no specific instructions are given, entries may be unlimited, although subject to culling by 
the Competition Secretaries should entry numbers be too high for the time available. 
3. Please mark all entries clearly with an order of preference. 

Additional Competitions
1. In addition to the Quarterly competitions, a variety of competitions will be held throughout the 
season. 
2.  The rules and number of entries permitted will be notified to members and posted on the club 
website.
3.  The club will also take part in external competitions.
4.  The rules and number of entries will be determined by the organising club or organisation.


